
 Clem Sohn “The Bird Man” 
By 

Cameron Lancaster 



I  found this in my Grandma’s 

autograph book, I decided to find out 

the story 



What was Clem Sohns’s Story? 



1937 

  BIRD MAN FALLS TO DEATH 

  Paris, France. 

  America's 'Bird Man' Clem Sohn jumped 

 from  a glider at 10,000 metres. He was 

 watched by 100,000 people. He opened his 

 wings.  As he got near the ground he tried to 

 open his parachute. His parachute did not 

 open, nor did his reserve chute and he died. 

 Crowds ran towards the place where he fell. 

 



Memories of a Wokingham Resident  

“Wokingham Society 2009” 

1936 
May 2nd. “in the town this afternoon still recklessly 
spending. Clem Sohn,  the bird-man, so called because by 
means of wings attached to himself he can leap from an 
airplane and fly like a bird through the air, came to 
Hanworth Aerodrome this afternoon. I saw him come 
down in a parachute just as I got to the cemetery: a weird 
but thrilling sight. 50,000 people went to Hanworth to see 
him”. 

 

May 2nd was my Grandma’s birthday, she was 9 years old, 
perhaps she went to see Clem Sohn as a treat 

 



He appeared in newspapers and 

magazines 

 



…….in lots of countries 

 



…all over the World 

 



Hanworth Air Park 

• Hanworth Air Park was near Feltham. My 

Grandad learnt to fly there.  

• It closed because it was too close to the 

growing London Airport.  It is now a retail 

park 

 

 



Clem Sohn’s life 

• Clements Joseph Sohn (December 7, 1910 – April 25, 1937) was an 
airshow dare-devil in the 1930s from Fowler, Michigan, USA. Working 
with Art Davis and his “Flying Circus”, he perfected a way of gliding 
through the air with a home-made wingsuit. He had himself dropped from 
an aeroplane at a height of approximately 6000 metres, and would glide 
down until he was only 300 to 250 metres from the ground, at which point 
he would open his parachute for the final descent. 

 

 

• He made the wings from zephyr cloth (woolen fabric) mounted on steel 
tubes, forming a large web under each arm which was clasped to his hips. A 
feature of the wings was a device to prevent them from opening out too far 
and ripping his arms from their sockets. A loose cloth formed another web 
between his legs, which acted like a birds tail. His large goggles gave him 
an appearance which led to his becoming known as "The Batman" or "The 
Batwing Jumper". 

  
 

  

 



Clem Sohn’s Life 

 

Clem as a baby and 

with his older 

brother Francis 



Clem Sohn’s Life 
• Clem was badly injured during the opening ceremony of Gatwick 

Aerodrome, in London, England, when his primary parachute tangled in his 

wings. He broke his shoulder on landing, after opening his emergency 

parachute at an altitude of only 60 metres. 

 

 



Clem Sohn’s Life 

 



Clem Sohn’s Life 

• Sohn's career came to an end on April 25, 1937, at the Paris 
Air Show in Vincennes, France. Before taking off, Clem had 
remarked, "I feel as safe as you would in your 
grandmother's kitchen." But during his descent on that day, 
his parachute didn't open. A crowd of 100,000 watched him 
frantically tug on the ripcord of his emergency chute, but 
that failed too, and Sohn, 26 years old, plunged to his death. 
Said a witness: "When I realized Clem Sohn was doomed, I 
felt worse than ever during the World War. . . . The hush 
coming over the crowd was the most impressive thing I 
have ever seen. . . . And when Clem Sohn hit the ground, it 
sounded like an explosion.“ He is buried in the Holy Trinity 
Cemetery, Fowler, Michigan A memorial plaque can be seen 
in his old school in Lansing 

 

 



Paris Air Show Poster 

 



Clem Sohn’s Funeral 

 



Clem Sohn’s Funeral 

 



His friend honoured his memory 

 



Clem Sohn’s grave 

 



Clem Sohn’s Flying Suit 

 



Clem Sohn’s Goggles 

 



 

 

Clem Sohn was so famous that they 

made toys and models of him just like 

they do modern television or film stars  



Clem Sohn’s legacy 

 

Many others have 

followed but Clem 

Sohn was the first 



 


